Care for Creation
We, the Sisters of St. Francis, believe that the creation of our vast and wonderful universe is
God’s gift to us, and God’s first act of self-revelation. Respect and care for creation is our gift
back to God.
In the 13th century, St. Francis praised God through creation. He saw the sun, moon, stars, water,
air, all natural resources, all creatures and fellow humans as the reflection of God’s goodness.
Consistent with St. Francis’ vision, we in the 21st century recognize that humans are
interconnected with nature, not separate from it. We also acknowledge the capacity of each
person and every society either to diminish creation or to conserve and sustain it.
Since our founding in 1916, the Sisters of St. Francis have consciously focused on peace and
harmony. The Sisters have a long record of care-taking, concern, and reverence for humans and
Mother Earth. Because of this, we live and work in places of beauty that speak to the hearts and
minds of all.
The history and legacy of the women founders compel us to continue the commitment and
awareness of our relationship with the Earth. We have a spiritual responsibility to integrate our
values of community, stewardship, reverence and service into our planning, decisions, and
actions to ensure the preservation of all creation for future generations. Care for creation thus is
our spiritual responsibility and requires an ongoing journey of ecological literacy and reverence.
As a community committed to service in education, healthcare, human services and social justice
we are compelled to uphold our common values. We will be continuously aware of how our
activity impacts the entirety of creation. Just as St. Francis saw his life as a balance between
acting in the 13th century world and fully embracing prayer and contemplation, we will
acknowledge the challenges of 21st century human activity and productivity with responsibility
to preserve God’s gift of creation for future generations. We acknowledge and believe:
•
•
•
•
•

We have the responsibility to take leadership in the care of God’s creation
We are called by our faith traditions to live simply and consciously in harmony with
creation
Every small action by an individual makes a difference over time
Without reverence and respect, human activity can negatively impact the preservation of
God’s creation for future generations
It is our duty as educators, caregivers, and people of faith to transmit and act upon these
values and beliefs

